
Learn or practice the technique of saddle stitching as you create a compact sunglass case. Your kit comes 
with waxed thread and two needles, which you will use at the same time as both needles go through each  
hole of the leather. For projects involving saddle stitching, the length of thread is estimated at 3x the distance 
of stitching needed, the thread supplied in your kit is a bit longer. Saddle stitching is a traditional part of 
leather work a method that provides strength and durability as well as completing the aesthetic look of your 
crafted piece. The leather is punched with stitching holes already and to get you started we recommend 
watching Terry’s videos on making the Sunglass Case and separately on Saddle Stitching to guide you. 
Coming Makers Kits will require saddle stitching for their construction.

Fold the sunglass case 
in half, matching up the 
stitching holes and clamp 
together.

Sunglass Case

MAKERS KITS

KIT CONTENTS:
1x Pre-cut, vegetable tanned leather piece  
1x Length of waxed linen thread 
2x Needles

ITEMS NEEDED:
–  2 or 3 Foldback/bulldog clips or spring clamps 
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Scan the codes to watch video instructions:
Saddle Stitching

Thread the first needle  
with 1–2 inches through 
the eye of the needle. 
Repeat with the second 
needle on the other end 
of the waxed thread. 

To secure the thread 
while sewing by looping 
the thread end through 
itself near the eye of both 
needles. Follow as shown: 

A) Push thread through 
eye of the needle.

B) Pierce the thread with 
the point of the needle 
and pull through to loop it.

C) Pull to tighten and 
flatten towards the top  
of the eye.

This is optional for this 
project but recommended 
when sewing with longer 
lengths of thread on 
larger items.
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A)

B)

C)
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Wooden stitching pony or saddlers clamps are 
used to help free both hands to sew with, keeping  

leather pieces held together and firmly in place.
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When you reach the end, 
back stitch two stitches 
using the same method.

Use a sharp knife to cut 
off the remaining, excess 
thread.

Polish your case 
with some Leather 
Conditioner.
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Start with either your left 
hand or right hand.  
It’s important to keep 
the same order as you 
sew, left then right or 
right then left, to help 
create a neater line of 
stitches.

• Insert your first needle 
two holes in from the end 
(A) and pull through. 

• Hold up both needles 
and check your thread has 
an even length between 
them.

• Begin by stitching 
backwards first. This will 
strengthen the seam near 
the opening of the case.

• Thread the first (left in 
video) needle in the next 
hole, towards the opening 
of the case and pull 
through, then the second 
(right in video) needle 
into this same hole from 
the opposite side and 
pull through. Pull on both 
threads to tighten. 

Once you’ve gone 
backwards by 2 holes, 
start sewing forwards.

Keep this consistent all 
the way through: 
- Keep your stitches taut 
but do not pull too tightly.
- Avoid crossing the 
threads by holding the 
thread already in the hole 
taut to one side before 
pulling the second needle 
through.

(A)

Opening of case

Start stitches
here at third 

hole in
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Work your stitches slowly, aiming to keep them aligned  
as shown above on the left (A).

Maintain the same order of left then right (or right then left) 
and keep check of the thread tension to avoid loose, skewed 
stitches, as show on the right (B).

(A) (B)

Scan the codes to watch video instructions:
Sunglass Case Saddle Stitching


